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MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
SECTION (i.e. MEETING ADMINISTRATION)
Title (Fisheries Queensland Review)

Meeting No. 15
17 June 2014
Agenda Item No. 4.2
For Noting

RECOMMENDATION
4.2.1 That the TSPMAC NOTES the update on the proposed Fisheries Queensland
Review.
BACKGROUND
The Queensland Government announced a review of fisheries management in
Queensland on March 6 2014. The aim is to modernise and simplify fisheries
management systems, cut red tape, and maintain and improve environmental
sustainability. This will provide the flexibility for industry to prosper, ensure
recreational and traditional fishers have reasonable access to the resource, and
ensure our lifestyle is maintained.
On May 28 2014 Minister McVeigh announced that MRAG Asia Pacific had been
appointed the independent consultant to lead the review.

DISCUSSION
What does it mean for Torres Strait?
The outcomes from the review will affect recreational fishing and aquaculture in
Torres Strait as they both fall under Fisheries Act 1994.
Commercial fishing in Torres Strait is managed under Commonwealth legislation by
the Protected Zone Joint Authority (PZJA). Any recommendations from the Fisheries
Queensland review can be considered by the PZJA as part of their day to day
management of commercial fishing in Torres Strait if they see fit.

Page 1 of 3
Agenda Item 4.2

Attachment 1
Terms of reference

What is to be achieved?
Vision
Fisheries management systems and processes that is simple, robust, responsive and
flexible in delivering sustainably managed fisheries for the benefit of Queenslanders.
Objectives
The review has two main objectives:




To develop fisheries systems and processes that:
o provide for future management to achieve an appropriate balance
between environmental and economic use while providing for broader
social enjoyment by the community
o facilitate the settings to support economically viable commercial fishing
businesses that provide to the maximum extent possible for market forces
to determine industry outcomes within established environmental
parameters
o reduce complexity
o improve management flexibility
o take a risk-based approach to fisheries management and regulation
o establish mechanisms to allow fisheries to be managed at the appropriate
level eg. statewide, regionally and/or locally.
To develop a new, simplified regulatory framework, including administrative
arrangements that meet the challenges and demands of the community and how
it expects fisheries to be managed.

In scope


All legislative provisions of the Fisheries Act 1994, including appropriate
reference to freshwater issues and aquaculture, which is currently under
review through a separate process.

Out of scope, but relevant to the review





Marine parks, while acknowledging the overall impacts of marine parks on
fishing
Boating safety
Native Title
Marine transport issues
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Deliverable
 A policy framework that outlines a path for achieving simplified, transparent,
appropriate fisheries management for consideration by Government.
Who will take part in it?
Stakeholders
There will be a number of key stakeholders in the review, including:
 commercial fishers
 recreational fishers
 traditional fishers
 charter and tourism operators
 seafood marketers
 conservation sector representatives
 other relevant participants (e.g. aquaculture, freshwater fishing) as necessary
 government agencies at local, state and Commonwealth level
 academics and researchers
 the Queensland community.
How it will be achieved?
Initially, the Government will commission an appropriate independent specialist to
examine fisheries management arrangements across Queensland, in other
jurisdictions, establish a suite of principles to guide fisheries management and
recommend alternative arrangements for Queensland.
Stakeholder consultation will be undertaken throughout the process. A final suite of
recommendations will then be presented to Government for consideration (through
the Agriculture Committee of Cabinet).
When it will be achieved?
The timeframe for finalisation of review recommendations is nine months. It is
anticipated the recommendations for a future framework that outlines a path for
achieving simplified, transparent, appropriate fisheries management will be
presented to Government for consideration by December 2014.
NB: In recognition of the need for ongoing management of the fishery, the
Government reserves the right to progress urgent initiatives, such as those
necessary to maintain export accreditation, during the review.
It is anticipated that the initial stage of the review, including consultation and policy
development, will take about nine months, though this is dependent on consensus
amongst stakeholders.
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